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FADE IN:

EXT. NINTH CENTURY ENGLISH VILLAGE - JANE’S HOUSE - DAY

It’s overcast on a warm spring day. Trees sway in the wind.

A field with flourishing crops is in the distance. Chickens

and goats wander.

MOTHER (25), a plain woman with long brown hair, washes

clothes in a large wooden bucket in front of her home. The

small dwelling is made of wood, mud and hay. She wears a

simple peasant dress.

Twins JANE and ALEC (3) run after each other in circles,

laughing. Jane and Alec have blue eyes, and pale brown and

dark brown hair, respectively. Jane wears a plain dress.

Alec has on a tunic and pants.

A man, ARO (mid-20s), approaches the trio. He is chalky pale

with black eyes and shoulder-length jet black hair. He is a

charming 2000+ year-old vampire. Aro wears nobleman attire

and is very proper. Aro smiles at Mother and glances at the

twins.

ARO

Pardon me for the intrusion, but

are these your children?

Mother stands. Jane and Alec stop playing and scurry behind

her. The twins peek out from either side. They look at Aro

with curiosity.

MOTHER

(protectively)

Why, yes, they are.

ARO

(leans in)

Twins, perchance?

MOTHER

Yes.

ARO

Delightful! I’ve never encountered

twins in all my travels.

Aro motions to the twins.

ARO (CONT’D)

You may find this odd, but may I

make their acquaintance?
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MOTHER

(taken aback, but flattered)

I - I suppose there’s no harm in

that.

Mother puts her hands on the twins’ backs and nudges them

out from behind her.

MOTHER (CONT’D)

This is Alec and Jane.

ARO

I’ve never seen children so lovely.

Aro kneels down in front of the twins.

ARO (CONT’D)

It is my pleasure to meet you. My

name is Aro.

Aro looks at Alec and offers his hand. Alec reluctantly

takes it. Aro closes his eyes for just a few seconds and

grins. Aro reads minds with one touch.

Alec pulls away and hides behind his mother.

Aro offers his hand to Jane. She takes it without

hesitation. Aro again closes his eyes for a few seconds to

read her mind. He opens his eyes and Jane is STARING at him.

Jane smiles slightly and Aro does the same.

MOTHER

I think she likes you.

Aro stands. He claps his hands and holds them together.

ARO

Fascinating! They are

extraordinary.

Jane watches Aro intently. Mother glimpses behind her at

Alec. When Mother looks for Aro, he’s gone.

DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. VILLAGE FIELD - TEN YEARS LATER - DAY

The sky is overcast. It’s late afternoon in the summer. A

worn-down dirt path splits a grassy field. Crops on one side

of the field wither and die. It is quiet.
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JANE (13), a pretty, petite girl with short, pale brown hair

and bright blue eyes, runs along the dirt path. She wears a

peasant dress. Her shoes are well worn. Leaves and sticks

break under her feet as she runs.

JANE

(breathing hard)

Jane looks over her shoulder a few times to see

if the person chasing her is gaining. She CHANGES COURSE and

veers through the field toward a large tree. She touches the

trunk with both hands. Jane turns and laughs.

Her twin brother, ALEC (13), a petite boy with dark brown

hair and the same bright blue eyes, touches the tree seconds

after her. Alec wears a peasant’s tunic top and pants. He

looks defeated.

JANE

I win again!

ALEC

Hey! You cut through the field.

That’s not fair.

JANE

You were close this time, Alec. You

almost won.

Jane looks toward the cloud-covered setting sun and squints.

ALEC

We should head home soon. Mother

will wonder where we are.

JANE

(nods)

The twins walk away from the tree. Jane’s BLUE EYES are

HAPPY and bright.

CUT TO:

EXT. VILLAGE - DAY

Jane and Alec walk through the village. There are one-story

peasant dwellings made of wood, hay and mud. Livestock roams

around.

Two WOMEN (20) approach Jane and Alec from the opposite

direction. The women carry baskets. They see the twins,

stop, whisper to each other, TURN AROUND and walk the other

way. The twins ignore them and continue walking. They’re

used to this.
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A FARMER (30) walking with a horse stares at the twins. He

comforts his anxious horse as they pass.

A WOMAN (20) and her SON (8) run inside their home when the

twins walk by. She SLAMS the small wood shutters closed.

Jane and Alec are feared. Alec is nervous. Jane looks at

Alec as if to say, "It’s alright." She squeezes his hand.

At the edge of town Jane sees a patch of yellow flowers a

few feet off the path.

JANE

Look at those beautiful flowers!

Mother will love these! You go on

ahead.

ALEC

I’ll tell her you’re on your way

home.

Alec hugs Jane and walks away. She smiles. Jane leaves the

path to gather flowers. She hums. Jane is in her own world.

A group of three teenage boys stand by a nearby wood

split-rail fence. They notice Jane by herself. BOY #1 (14),

BOY #2 (15) and BOY #3 (16) approach her.

BOY #1

Well, well. Look! One of the town

witches.

Jane is startled and freezes in place. Her EYES are FEARFUL.

She clutches the flowers.

BOY #2

Too bad your brother left.

Jane is afraid but maintains her composure.

BOY #3

You two are always together. I

think you just need someone else to

play with.

BOY #2

(laughs)

Yes! We have a game for you.

Boy #2 grabs Jane’s arm and pulls her back on the path. She

tries to resist. The bullies surround Jane.
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BOY #3

This might hurt a little.

Boy #3 picks up and throws a medium-size rock. It hits Jane

on the forehead. She falls down and drops the bouquet.

Jane’s face is bleeding when she looks up.

JANE

Please. Stop.

BOY #1

You’re the one who needs to be

stopped. You shouldn’t have cursed

our village so all the crops died.

BOY #2

(sarcastic)

Oh! What lovely flowers.

Boy #3 crushes the bouquet with his foot. Jane feebly

reaches out to the flowers but gives up. She cries.

BOY #3

Now those flowers are weeds. Like

you and your brother. No one wants

your kind living in this village.

But you can die here.

The bullies close in around Jane. They throw rocks, kick her

and laugh until she lies motionless on the ground.

FADE TO:

EXT. VILLAGE PATH - DAY

Jane opens her EYES, disoriented. MOTHER (35) hurriedly

approaches. She sees some of what happened to Jane.

MOTHER

Jane!

Jane struggles to push herself up to a sitting position. Her

face, arms and legs are bleeding, scratched and bruised. The

flowers are mangled on the ground.

Mother kneels down beside Jane and helps her sit up. Mother

tries not to react to Jane’s injuries.

MOTHER (CONT’D)

Alec said you’d be home in a few

minutes, but then you never showed

up -
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JANE

I should have stayed with him.

MOTHER

This isn’t your fault.

Mother helps Jane stand. She is weak and unsteady from the

beating. Jane leans on Mother.

JANE

(realizes something, looks

around)

Where are the boys...did I -

MOTHER

I’m sure they ran away.

JANE

(panics)

I don’t remember what I was

thinking when they were -

MOTHER

I know you’re trying to control -

(uneasy, pauses for the right

word)

yourself. We need to get home.

It’ll be dark soon.

Jane points to the crushed flowers on the ground.

JANE

I was picking those for you.

MOTHER

How beautiful. My sweet Jane.

They take a few steps on the path toward their home outside

of town. Jane limps and leans on Mother. Mother notices

something to the side. It’s one of the yellow flowers Jane

dropped. It isn’t smashed.

Mother picks up the flower, breaks off part of the stem and

tucks it in Jane’s hair. Jane manages a small smile at

Mother. They continue walking.

CUT TO:
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INT. JANE’S HOUSE - DUSK

The same house as ten years ago - one large room with a dirt

floor. A tiny window lets in what’s left of the day’s light.

Hay is scattered on the floor. In the corner are beds made

of burlap sacks stuffed with hay. A pot warms on the fire.

Jane sits on a wood table. A wooden bowl of blood stained

rags is next to her. Jane’s legs and arms are bandaged. Her

body is bruised. The yellow flower is still in Jane’s hair.

Alec sits on a bed.

Mother dabs a scrape on Jane’s face. Jane winces.

MOTHER

Cruelty is part of human nature. I

don’t know how much more you and

Alec can endure. The people in this

village blame and punish you for

anything that goes wrong.

JANE

That’s not the only reason. We’re -

MOTHER

(uneasy, wants to end the

discussion)

Jane. Enough!

Jane and Alec make eye contact. Mother walks over to a wood

bucket and dumps the bowl of bloody rags into it.

MOTHER(CONT’D)

(frightened, lowers her voice)

We don’t speak about that.

FADE TO:

INT. JANE’S HOUSE - EVENING

Jane’s FATHER (35) comes in the front door. He is a fit,

former Frankish soldier but now a farmer. He is tired of the

villagers hazing his children. Mother sits on a bench at the

table, mending a dress. Jane and Alec sit on a bed. Candles

light the room.

Father sees Jane’s wounds.

FATHER

Jane!
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MOTHER

(stands)

She ran into some boys on her way

home -

Father erupts in anger that the boys hurt his daughter.

FATHER

This has gone far enough! This

town! These people! They need to

listen to a voice of reason.

MOTHER

(nervous)

Please don’t cause trouble. It

could backfire on Jane and Alec.

FATHER

(voice cracks)

So I’m supposed to do nothing when

people in this village torment our

children? Accuse them of witch -

MOTHER

(shakes her head, covers her

ears)

Don’t ever say that word.

A BANG on the front door abruptly stops their discussion.

MAN #1

Open this door! We know you’re in

there!

Father opens the door to three large, muscular farmers. MAN

#1, MAN #2 and MAN #3 (30), the ringleaders in the witch

hunt for Jane and Alec, are angry. Man #2 has an axe.

Additional villagers stand outside holding torches and axes.

Man #1 pushes past Father and Mother. He looks for Jane.

MAN #1

(to Jane)

Where are they?

MOTHER

Who?

MAN #2

Our sons!

Man #2 steps inside and moves past Father before he can

stop him. Man #3 enters behind Man #2. The men are out for

blood.



9.

MAN #2 (CONT’D)

They went to cut firewood and

haven’t come back. We know they

were with that witch earlier today!

Man #2 points at Jane. She struggles to stand up. Alec helps

her.

MOTHER

Our daughter was assaulted by your

boys today. Just look at her!

MAN #2

Then she had a reason to harm them!

(fuming, to Alec)

And I’m sure he had a part in it,

too.

FATHER

Your boys are probably just playing

in the woods!

MAN #1

We’ve searched for them since dusk.

On foot and horseback. Our boys are

gone and that one needs to answer

for it!

Man #1 points at Jane. Man #3 gets in Mother’s face. Jane

doesn’t like this.

MAN #3

You’ll pay for the wicked deeds of

your children.

JANE

(loud, commanding)

You’re the wicked ones!

Everyone looks at Jane, not expecting her to speak. Her EYES

are DARK AND INTENSE as she looks at Man #3. She no longer

appears young and sweet.

MOTHER

(scolding, fears Jane’s anger

may trigger her ability)

Jane!

FATHER

My daughter is right. Get out!
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Father can’t listen anymore. He grabs Man #1’s shirt to

throw him out. Man #3 lunges at Father. Father fights but

they pull him from the house. Man #2 threatens Father with

the axe. We hear punching and scuffling.

Mother sees what’s happening to Father outside and screams.

MAN #4 and MAN #5 (40) drag Mother out of the house. She

kicks and fights. She is desperate to protect her

children, although it’s futile.

MOTHER

Jane! Alec! Run!

(screams)

The twins are trapped inside. They cling to each other

as YOUNG MALE #1, YOUNG MALE #2, YOUNG MALE #3 and YOUNG

MALE #4 (16) enter the house. They seize Jane and Alec. The

Young Males delight in this. The twins struggle. Despite her

injuries, Jane puts up a good fight.

The yellow flower FALLS from Jane’s hair and lands on the

ground.

The Young Males take Jane and Alec from their home. The

twins see the men drag Father away. Mother lays on the

ground, motionless and bleeding.

JANE

(screams in despair)

No!

Jane is in agony. Her mother and father paid the price for

being their parents. Jane is no longer the bullied girl from

the beginning. Her EYES are full of ANGER.

CUT TO:

EXT. VILLAGE - NIGHT

A vengeful crowd stands around an unlit bonfire. The moon is

shrouded behind clouds. Some men hold axes, others have

torches - the only source of light. Women whisper to each

other. Jane and Alec are in front of the villagers, tied to

stakes on a platform above the wood stack. Alec is in a

shadow.

Jane struggles against the ropes, her face defiant. She is

enraged that they killed her mother.

MALE VILLAGER

Witches! Burn them!
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FEMALE VILLAGER

Rid our village of their evil!

CROWD

(cheers)

An EXECUTIONER (20) stands between the wood platform and

crowd. He is stocky. His voice is deep and foreboding. He

points at the twins.

EXECUTIONER

These two have been accused of

witchcraft.

(to the crowd)

What say you?

CROWD

Guilty! Guilty!

EXECUTIONER

The town has spoken. This foul

presence must be destroyed to save

our village!

Mother APPEARS! She staggers, injured, in front of the

crowd. She holds Jane’s yellow flower. Mother tries to go to

her children but two TOWNSMEN (20) from the crowd stop her.

They pull her back into the crowd. She struggles and drops

the flower. It gets crushed.

MOTHER

(frantic, screams)

No! Not my children! Please!

Jane reacts to her mother’s voice. She is alive! But Jane

knows her mother will see what is to happen. She hates the

townspeople. Jane’s EYES flare with ANGER.

The three men who dragged Father out of the house restrain

him on the outskirts of the crowd. They brought Father to

watch his children die. Father looks like he lost a fight.

They shove him toward the Executioner. Father collapses to

his knees.

FATHER

(to Executioner)

I’m begging you! No!

Unmoved by Mother and Father’s pleas, the Executioner lights

the pyre with a torch. Man #1, #2 and #3 smirk. Father is

heartbroken and defeated. The crowd’s cheering grows.
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Mother breaks free from the crowd. She stumbles to Father’s

side. She kneels and sobs. She reaches for her children,

inconsolable.

Jane turns her head toward Alec. He is in shock. Jane’s

wounds bleed through her bandages.

FATHER

(grabs the Executioner’s shirt

hem)

Please! Spare them!

Jane’s defiance fades as she becomes disoriented. Her view

of the crowd blurs but she sees Aro walking toward her.

She remembers Aro from his visit a decade before and knows

why he’s there - to save them. Jane manages a barely

perceptible smile. Aro smiles.

ARO

(looks at twins)

They are extraordinary!

The flames reach Jane and Alec’s legs. Jane feels the

burning pain she will eventually inflict on others. She

fights it but a final human tear tear rolls down her cheek.

The blazing FIRE reflects in Jane’s EYES.

CUT TO BLACK

THE END


